
John Knox, c. 1514 - November 24, 1572
Tutor, priest, bodyguard, rebel, protestant minister, galley slave, exile,

leader of the Protestant Reformation & founder of Presbyterianism,
John Knox led an adventurous life during the turbulent years of the
early Reformation in the 16th century. 

His legacy lives on in the global spread of Presbyterianism. 
John Knox was born sometime in 1514 or early 1515. He first 

appears in public records as a priest and a notary in 1540. During
1544, George Wishart travelled throughout Scotland preaching in
favor of the reformation and when he arrived in East Lothian, Knox
became an associate and his bodyguard carrying a two-handed sword.
Wishart was seized in December 1545 and executed for his faith on
March 1, 1546. 

Protestant rebels captured St. Andrews Castle and Knox joined
them, becoming their reluctant preacher. Knox was later captured
when the castle fell and spent 19 months chained to an oar in a
French galley.

Between 1549 and 1559, John Knox traveled around Europe, from
Geneva to Frankfurt to Scotland. From 1556 to 1559, Knox preached
in Geneva to the English-speaking Protestants —   sometimes three
sermons a week. He returned to Scotland in 1559.

On August 1, 1560, the Scottish Parliament met to settle religious
issues. Knox and five other ministers were called upon to draw up a
new confession of faith. Within four days, the Scots Confession was
presented to Parliament, voted upon, and approved. 

Before the dissolution of Parliament, Knox and the other ministers
were given the task of organizing the newly reformed church or the
Kirk. They would work for several months on the Book of Discipline,
the document describing the organization of the new church. 

The Scottish Kirk was set up with Presbyterial organization. Knox
set priorities for the Kirk in caring for the poor and in educating all to
read so they could read the Bible (the new 1560 Geneva Bible in
English).

Presbyterianism would grow and expand to the American colonies
with the Scot and Scot-Irish immigration during the late 1600s and
1700s.
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